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Creative Writing Through Visual Thinking
Creative Writing Activity:



The Ladder Beyond the Wall

Look carefully at the illustration.
 A girl is sitting in the cold snow, leaning against a dark wall. It is winter, the 
night is gloomy, and she looks lonely. Beside her is a wooden ladder that 
leads to the other side of the wall.

Part 1: Observe and Imagine

Answer the following questions in 2–3 sentences each:

1.  Why do you think the girl is sitting there?
2.  What might be making her feel cold besides the weather?
3.  Why hasn’t she climbed the ladder yet?
4. What do you think lies on the other side of the wall?
5.  If the ladder could talk, what advice would it give her?

Part 2: Sensory Writing

Complete the table:

Sense What might the girl experience?

Sight _______________________

Sound _______________________

Touch _______________________

Smell _______________________

Feeling (Emotion) _______________________

Part 3: Creative Challenge

Write a story (150–250 words) beginning with:

“The ladder had been there all along, but tonight was the first time she 
truly noticed it.”



Try to include:

A challenge or fear
A moment of decision
What she discovers beyond the wall
A meaningful lesson

Bonus Reflection

The wall may represent a problem, fear, or obstacle in life. The ladder may 
represent an opportunity, skill, or helping hand.

Question: What is one “ladder” in your own life that could help you 
overcome a challenge?

Vocabulary Bank: gloomy, shivering, obstacle, courage, opportunity, 
determination, uncertain, hopeful, escape, journey.
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